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lias nothing in common with the printed poem
but the four first lines. The poem that is
published, which was his second effort on the
subject, received considerable alterations in

printing.

Instead of the six lines beginning3

Say mans true genuine estimate^
In manuscript the following are inserted,

Say the criterion of their fate,
Th* important query of their state3
Is not, art thou high or low ?
Did thy fortune ebb or flow ?
Wert thou cottager or king ?
Prince or peasant? no such thing.

5. The Epistle to R. G. of F. Esq. that is, to
J?e Graham of Fintra^ Esq. also underwent con-
siderable alterations, as may be collected from
the volume of correspondence. The style of
poetry was new to our poet, and, though he was
fitted to excel in it, it cost him more trouble
than his Scottish poetry. On the contrary, Tarn
a1 Skanter seems to have issued perfect from the
author's brain. The only considerable alteration
made on reflections is the omission of four lines,
which had been inserted after the poem was fi-
nished, at the end of the dreadful catalogue of

the